About AEL

Adult
Education
and Literacy

Adult Education and Literacy
provides adults 17 and older
accessible, quality instruction
that develops life, work and
literacy skills. These skills provide
the opportunity for higher learning,
better pay and job potential, and a
sense of accomplishment.

For more
information:
HSED:



High School Equivalency Diploma (HSED)



Basic Math and Literacy Instruction



Integrated Education and Training

 Community English as a Second Language (ESL)


Employer Services: Worksite ESL and
Basic Skills Instruction

ESL and all other services:
Sandra Leake
(641) 422-4176
Sandra.Leake@niacc.edu

500 College Drive
Mason City IA 50401

Our programs include:

Heather McCleary
(641) 422-4278
Heather.McCleary@niacc.edu

Visit us online at
www.niacc.edu/adult-literacy

Find us on Facebook:
NIACC Adult Education & Literacy
NIACC does not discriminate in employment or education. See http://
www.niacc.edu/about/non-discrimination-statement/ for additional information.

A brighter future
starts here

High School
Equivalency Diploma

Basic Math and Literacy
Instruction

High School Equivalency
Diploma (HSED) classes
are for adults who left
high school prior to completing all requirements
necessary to receive a
high school diploma. In Iowa, a preparation class is mandatory before students
can take the high school equivalency exam, HiSET™. Whether you’re seeking
your high school equivalency diploma to
enter college, find a better job, meet
changing requirements in your workplace, or simply to experience the sense
of pride that this accomplishment can
bring, the HSED program can help. Preparation classes are offered in blended
(part face-to-face, part online) and
online formats.

If you already have a high school diploma,
the AEL program can help you brush up on
your math, reading, and writing skills in
preparation for college-level study.

Here is an overview of the process:
1. Orientation: learn about program
requirements and take preassessments
2. Attend a class session (7-8 weeks)
3. Take post-test and Official Practice
Tests for HiSET™ to determine if
you are ready for exam
4. Register for and take HiSET™ exam

Integrated Education and
Training

Employer Services
Worksite ESL
NIACC’s AEL program can partner with local employers to offer English as a Second
Language classes in the workplace, tailoring the course content to employer needs.
Pre- and post-assessment of participants
is provided.

Integrated Education and Training (IET) is a
program that combines short-term career
training with contextualized basic skills instruction. For example, an integrated Certified Nurse Aide course will prepare you for
the CNA state certification while also providing instruction in the math and terminology
commonly used in healthcare.

Community English as a
Second Language
For adults in North Iowa whose first language is not English, NIACC’s Adult Education and Literacy Program offers tuition-free
English classes at several sites in the region.

As an ESL student, you will work to improve
your reading, writing, speaking, and listening
skills in English in a supportive, friendly environment. Classes at some sites are offered at
either beginner or intermediate/advanced
level. The ultimate goal of the ESL course is
to assist you in the transition to employment,
training, or college study.

Worksite Basic Skills Instruction
Local employers may also see a need
among their staff for math, reading, and
writing improvement. NIACC AEL can provide small-group instruction or individual
tutoring for these employees.
Worksite services may require the employer make a contribution to the class cost or pay a small fee. Contact Sandra Leake at (641) 422-4176 for more information about
the cost of these services.

